Isaiah: Twelve Passages to Memorize

The Seven Songs of Zion

If you follow a seven-cycle reading of Isaiah, each section closes in Zion. Meditating on these passages will
help you learn your bearings in Isaiah. They will also instruct your heart to see what the whole Bible is
about---namely, the union and communion of God and man on his holy mountain---Mount Zion.

Isaiah 2:24

2 Tt shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to
it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out
of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. # He shall judge between the
nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore.

Isaiah 4:2—6

2 In that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall be
the pride and honor of the survivors of Israel. > And he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem
will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, # when the Lord shall have
washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its
midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. > Then the Lord will create over the whole
site of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, and smoke and the shining of a flaming
fire by night; for over all the glory there will be a canopy. ® There will be a booth for shade by day
from the heat, and for a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain.

Isaiah 12:1-6

!'You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. 2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and
will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.” 3
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. * And you will say in that day: “Give
thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his
name is exalted. > “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all
the earth. ¢ Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of
Israel.”

Isaiah 27:1-6

!'In that day the Lord with his hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing
serpent, Leviathan the twisting serpent, and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea. 2 In that day, “A
pleasant vineyard, sing of it! 3 I, the Lord, am its keeper; every moment I water it. Lest anyone punish
it, I keep it night and day; # I have no wrath. Would that I had thorns and briers to battle! I would
march against them, I would burn them up together. > Or let them lay hold of my protection, let them



make peace with me, let them make peace with me.” ® In days to come Jacob shall take root, Israel
shall blossom and put forth shoots and fill the whole world with fruit.

Isaiah 35:8-10

§ And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass
over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. °
No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but
the redeemed shall walk there. '° And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah 55:1-5

! “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that
which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat
what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. ? Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your
soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4
Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. °> Behold, you
shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, because
of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

Isaiah 66:22-23

22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the Lord, so
shall your offspring and your name remain. 2* From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to
Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the Lord.



Four Servant Songs

These four servant songs identify the suffering messiah, whom Philip identifies to the Ethiopian eunuch as
Jesus Christ (Acts 8). These four songs increase in intensity, until arriving at the Isaiah 53 (52:13-53:12),
which is one of the most important Old Testament passages for understanding Christ's identity in the New
Testament.

Isaiah 42:1-7

! Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or
make it heard in the street; > a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. * He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. > Thus says God, the Lord, who
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who
gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: ¢ “I am the Lord; I have called you
in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the
people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.

Isaiah 49:1-7

! Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called me from the
womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in
the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. > And
he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  But I said, “I have labored
in vain; | have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is with the Lord, and my
recompense with my God.” > And now the Lord says, he who formed me from the womb to be his
servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be gathered to him— for I am honored in
the eyes of the Lord, and my God has become my strength— ¢ he says: “It is too light a thing that you
should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will
make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” ” Thus says
the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; because
of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Isaiah 50:4-9

* The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain
with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those
who are taught. 3 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. ¢
I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face
from disgrace and spitting. 7 But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced,;
therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. ® He who
vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me. ° Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all
of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up.



Isaiah 52:13-53:12

13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. '* As many
were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form
beyond that of the children of mankind— !* so shall he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their
mouths because of him, for that which has not been told them they see, and that which they have not
heard they understand.

! Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or
majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and
rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by
God, and afflicted. °> But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. ¢ All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on
him the iniquity of us all.

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8 By
oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was
cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? ° And they made his
grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there
was no deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an
offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall
prosper in his hand. !! Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge
shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their
iniquities. 2 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with
the strong, because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he
bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.



Four Spirit Songs

You could also meditate on the four "Spirit songs" found in Isaiah 59:15-60:22; Isaiah 61:1-9; Isaiah 61:10—
62:12; Isaiah 63:1-6. Perhaps the most noteworthy of the four songs, and the one Jesus quoted and applied to
himself is Isaiah 61:1-9, which can be broken into two sections.

Isaiah 61:1-9

The Anointed Servant

! The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of
praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord,
that he may be glorified. * They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.

Glorious Zion

> Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks; foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers; © but
you shall be called the priests of the Lord; they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God; you
shall eat the wealth of the nations, and in their glory you shall boast. 7 Instead of your shame there
shall be a double portion; instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; therefore in their land they
shall possess a double portion; they shall have everlasting joy. 8 For I the Lord love justice; I hate
robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them. ® Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their descendants in the
midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the Lord
has blessed.



