
Book 2: Psalms 42-72
Elohim will raise up David’s Son for the nations.
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Book 2: Psalms 42-72
Author(s): Sons of Korah, Asaph, David, and Solomon
Overview: Beginning with God’s royal covenant with David, 
Book 2 dips into the trials of David’s later life. Eventually, 
God rescues him and establishes Solomon on the throne.
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Psalms 50-53

A Psalm by Asaph and
Three David Psalms

A rebuke of sin and 
prayer for salvation. 

A Rebuke from Zion
   50 — YHWH speaks

Three Kinds of Sinners
   51 Covenant Breakers
   52 Wicked Enemy
   53* The Fool

*Psalm 53 is an intentional 
repeat of Psalm 14 in its 
entirety. The only 
difference is the shift from 
YHWH to Elohim.   

Psalms 54-60

Seven David Psalms

Prayers seeking judgment 
against the nations.

Seven Enemies of David**
  54 — The Ziphites
  55 — Betrayal from a friend
  56 — The Philistines
  57 — Saul
  58 — Unjust Rulers
  59 — Saul’s Henchmen
  60 — Distant Enemies

** Adapted from O. 
Palmer Robertson, The 
Flow of the Psalms

Psalms 68-72

Three David Psalms
and a Psalm for Solomon

The Throne of David    
passes to Solomon.

Review of God’s Faithfulness
  68 — God saves,
            the nations praise
  69

  70/71 — David Ages and Dies

A Psalm for Solomon
   72

Psalms 61-67

Seven David Psalms

Prayers for salvation,  
and salvation of nations.

Cries for Salvation
   61
   62
   63
God Saves
   64 — God Intervenes (v.7)

Salvation for the Nations
   65
   66
   67

Psalms 42-49

Seven Psalms from 
Korah’s Sons

God’s King ends lament   
 and brings joy to Zion.

Songs of Lament
   42-43* — Individual
   44 — Community

Covenant & Kingdom
   45 — Marriage
   46 — The King of the Hill

Songs of Zion
   47
   48
   49
    
*In some ancient 
manuscripts, Psalms 42-43 
were one continuous psalm. 
See the refrain 42:5-6a, 
42:11, and 43:5.

Let the Nations 
Praise!

The Messiah in Book 2 of Psalms

From Glory     …     To Suffering     …     To Greater Glory

         Psalm 45       Psalm 69         Psalm 72

          vv. 6-8a       v. 9    (John 2:17)          vv. 8-11
                         v. 21  (John 19:28)

From YHWH to Elohim
     Book 1                     Book 2       

     YHWH: 278 YHWH:   32

     Elohim:  48 Elohim: 198

David’s Rule is for the Nations
2 Samuel 7:19
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